
Teacher Appreciation, Derby results, and more!

Off to the Races this May

05/08/2026

Dear Friends,

Welcome to what some people like to call Maycember, a term describing the
overwhelming chaos of May, which rivals December for busyness, but lacks the
holiday cheer! I know many of you are busy with kids, grandkids, graduations,
weddings and getting ready for summer. I am so grateful that 200 of you made
time last Saturday to attend the CDA’s sold out Down Home Derby fundraiser! It
was a magical evening and exceeded all our expectations and more. I continue to
be humbled by the generosity and support of our donors. To everyone who came,
thank you wholeheartedly! It was incredible. If you missed it, mark your calendars
now for May 1, 2027 and join us for the fun!

May festivities are in full-swing at the CDA. We have been busy celebrating
Teacher Appreciation Week and preparing to launch our Pre-K kids with their end
of the year celebrations. We love our Maycember here at the CDA and hope you
are surviving yours as well!

For the Kids,

Sheila Sillitto
ssillitto@cdakids.org

Thank you for Supporting the Down Home Derby

What a night! Thank you to everyone
who celebrated our 16th annual Down

Home Derby with us this past
weekend. Thanks to your generosity,

we exceeded our goal! Special thanks
also to our auction item donors and
all the volunteers who helped make

the event a tremendous success.

Photography credit: Doug & Peggy Fallon

Derby Photo Album

Selfie Station Album

This Year's Down Home Derby Sponsors

Catch Up on the Classroom

Week of the Young Child is an annual event organized by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) to highlight the needs of young

children and their families. First started in 1971, it has been celebrated for over 50
years and recognizes the importance of early childhood programs and

services. We marked the week with fun activities including: Music Monday, Hat Day
Tuesday, Work Together Wednesday, Jersey Day Thursday and Family Friday.

Epic Intentions at Georgia Tech

Over the last year we've had the
opportunity to work with two teams

from Epic Intentions at Georgia Tech.
The teams created a data visualization
tool to help us analyze our assessment

data to identify trends and improve
student achievement.

This project is another example of our
commitment to innovation in early
education. A huge thank you to our
amazing consulting team who put

countless hours into creating this new
tool for us!

GEEARS Pre-K Recognition

Read Article

Georgia is setting the standard for early
education! The state’s Lottery-funded
Pre-K program just earned national

recognition from the National Institute
for Early Education Research for

meeting ALL 10 of its quality
benchmarks — a HUGE milestone that
places Georgia at the top of universal

Pre-K programs in the U.S.

Georgia Pre-K is not only the largest
state-funded program to hit the 10

benchmarks, but also the first universal
program in the country to do it! The

CDA has been part of this journey since
the very beginning, serving as one of

the original Georgia Pre-K pilot
sites and continuing to shape young

learners today!

Target Circle Program (through June 30)

Don't forget that the CDA is featured in
Target Circle™! Vote for the CDA in the
Target app to direct Target funds that

support our work. Here’s how:

Step 1: Choose ‘My Target’ in the Target
app or ‘Account’ on Target.com

Step 2: Tap ‘Cast votes’

Step 3: Find Children's Development
Academy & vote

Now through June 30, vote for us
through the Target Circle program to

help determine how much money
Target donates to the CDA. More Votes

= More Funds to support brighter
futures for CDA kids!

New CDA Board Members

Welcome New CDA Board Members! At
it's April meeting, the CDA Board voted
on 5 new members to join our team.

From left to right: Beth Quinlan,
Smith+Howard Advisory, LLC; Beth

Pettry, North Point Community Church;
Chip Clanton, Bold SMAC designs; Shari

Martin, Martin's Garden at Coleman
Farms; and Clay Boyles, Peachford

Hospital.

Thank you all so much for your
commitment to the mission of the CDA.

In the Community

Join us for a night of summer fun at the Oak Street
Summer Jam on Friday, May 22 at 5PM! Enjoy live
music, and explore creative activities for kids. Grab a
bite from local food vendors. We'll be there with
hands-on fun for the little ones, so come say hi!

Facebook Event

There’s still time to sign up for lawn care with Lawn
Squad of North Atlanta to get your yard ready for
warmer weather AND do something great for the CDA.
For every new customer who mentions CDA, Lawn
Squad will donate $50!

A great lawn looks good...giving back feels great! To
learn more and sign up, visit LawnSquad.com or call
678-250-6490.

Teacher Appreciation Week
We celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week this week (May 4-8) by honoring the
dedication, care, and creativity our preschool teachers bring every day. Teachers

were treated to a movie lunch break donated by Historic Roswell Kiwanis and
breakfast donated by the Roswell Woman's Club, plus additional treats

throughout the week. Our teachers' impact on our children’s growth and
happiness means so much, and we are truly grateful for all they do.

Thank you to the Historic Roswell
Kiwanis for the movie snacks, drinks,

popcorn, and decor.

A delicious breakfast provided
by Roswell Women's Club.

Nothing Bundt Cakes for everyone! A special gift to say "Thank You!"

Thank You to Our Kitchen Sponsor

Rick Case Automotive Group
We are incredibly grateful to Rita Case

& Rick Case Automotive Group for
their generous kitchen sponsorship!

Thanks to their support, we are able to
provide healthy, nutritious breakfast,
lunch, and snacks to the children we

serve every day.

Summer Wishlist

We Need Your Help!
Looking for a simple way to spread

some summer magic this year? Our
Amazon Wishlist is packed with

goodies that help make summer
unforgettable for our students—every
item you send goes straight into the

fun!

1. Browse the wishlist
2. Ship it straight to our school

3. Feel awesome knowing you made a
difference

Let’s make this summer the best one
yet!

Amazon Wish List

Thank You to Our Community Partners

Inspire Brands Service Day
Hard-working volunteers from Inspire

Brands brought the spirit of spring last
month as they laid fresh mulch—

helping everything look clean, bright,
and refreshed! They also planted

colorful flowers at our entrance and
veggies and herbs in our raised garden
beds. We’re so grateful for the care that

helps our space bloom!

Choate Construction Field Day
Playful volunteers from Choate

Construction Company got to be kids
again! They played parachute games,

blew bubbles and had a bean bag toss
with our students. Everyone had a

blast! 

Stay In Touch

Sign Up to Volunteer
Individual and group slots available.

Sign Me Up!

Follow us on Social Media
Stay up to date with the CDA.

 

Our Contact Information
Children's Development Academy
89 Grove Way
Roswell, GA 30075
770-992-4339
https://cdakids.org/
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