
Derby news, sponsorships and more!!

Community Shines Bright This February

02/12/2026

Dear Friends,

The CDA was built on community. Nearly 60 years ago, concerned citizens founded
the CDA to help eradicate growing poverty in their community. Today, our Board of
Directors, made up of community members from across the northern arc of
Atlanta, have taken up that torch to provide high-quality early education and
support for families in our community.

We are so lucky to have so many individuals and businesses carry the same torch
for the CDA. Just this month, Pat Pascarella, the chef behind Grana and other
amazing restaurants, chose the CDA to be the beneficiary of his newest venture,
Lawn Squad of North Atlanta, a local lawn care service provider. Every new
customer gets a discount and Pat donates back to the CDA! Check out the details
below. Realtor Angela Medley also took up the torch this month by featuring the
CDA in her Sparkle & Shine series to engage the community in a book drive.

The Winter Olympics is underway now, and as that famous Olympic torch shines
brightly in Italy, I hope you are inspired to think about how you can carry a torch for
the CDA. I’d love to hear your ideas! In the meantime, grab your calendar, because
we’ve got a lot of great stuff coming up and you won’t want to miss it!

Thank you for being part of the CDA community!

For the Kids,

Sheila Sillitto
ssillitto@cdakids.org

Save the Date!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 2, 2026, and get ready for an unforgettable
evening of live music, dinner, exciting horse betting, fun games, an open bar, a

silent auction, and—most importantly—supporting high-quality early education.
New this year, we are excited to announce a special Early Bird ticket offer, so stay

tuned—more details and tickets will be available soon!

Sponsorship opportunities are available now, offering meaningful visibility while
directly supporting the CDA. From branded recognition to event access, sponsors

play a vital role in helping us cross the finish line. Don your Derby best, make an
impact, and be part of an unforgettable day!

Thank you to our early sponsors!

Sponsor the Derby!

Catch Up on the Classroom

Wacky Hair Day
CDA kids arrived to school with the

most creative and wacky hair styles
last month! We loved seeing all the

creativity and smiles. Who said
learning can’t be fun?

Winter Weather
Our students have been learning
about the weather through fun,

hands-on activities, including snowy
art projects and building their very

own snowmen. These activities
explored the magic of winter and

sparked creativity.
 

Lawn Squad Partnership

A great lawn looks good—giving back
feels great! 

We're thrilled to announce a new
partnership with Lawn Squad of North

Atlanta! Through our collaboration
with the Lawn Squad Giving Back

Green Program, new customers who
mention the CDA will receive a

discount on lawn care services and
other benefits, plus Lawn Squad will
donate $50 to the CDA! What better

way to beautify your lawn while
supporting the CDA! To learn more

and sign up, visit LawnSquad.com or
call 678-250-6490.

 

International Women's Day
As International Women’s Day approaches on March 8, we’re celebrating the

women who lift us up and help shape brighter futures. This year’s theme, “Give To
Gain,” reminds us that when we give our support, we all gain stronger families and

more equitable communities.

CDA Founder Joan O'Connor

Your donation could recognize a
mother, grandmother, teacher, mentor,

caregiver, or friend while directly
supporting early learning for children

who need it most. Gifts of $200, $300, or
more can honor multiple women, and

each honoree will be celebrated as part
of our International Women’s Day

campaign.

Donate today and help give to gain—
for women, children, and our

community.

At the CDA—an organization founded
and led by women—we see this impact
every day as we provide high-quality
early education to children from low-

income families. For International
Women's Day, the CDA's goal is to honor
at least 25 inspiring women and raise
funds to help children gain the strong

start they deserve. You can participate
by making a $100 donation to honor a

woman who inspires you.

CDA CEO & Executive Director Sheila Sillitto

Donate Today

 

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
We’re excited to invite businesses and community partners to support our

mission through sponsorships that help fuel our programs, expand our impact,
and serve more people in meaningful ways—while giving your organization

visibility and recognition among a highly engaged audience. From event
sponsorships to year-round partnerships, we offer opportunities that align your

brand with positive change.  

Spring Literacy Night
$1,500 | March 26

Teacher Appreciation 
$2,500 | May 4 - 8

Pumpkin Carving
$500 | October

View More Opportunities Become a Sponsor

View our Sponsorship Guide to explore the benefits of these amazing
opportunities and email rhampson@cdakids.org if you're interested in becoming

a sponsor.

Thank You to our Partners

Polar Bear Plunge

Thank you to the Next Gen
Committee for braving the

frigid waters to raise
money for the CDA at the
Alpharetta Rotary's Polar
Bear Plunge. They raised
more than $3,000, plus

won the Belly Flop Contest!

St. Patrick's Day

Save the date for Gate
City's annual St. Patrick's
Day party benefitting the

CDA. Come out on
Saturday, March 14 for 

free kids activities from 2-
4pm, plus festive fun and
Irish cheer all day long!

Sparkle & Shine

Thank you to realtor
Angela Medley for

featuring the CDA as her
Sparkle & Shine partner for

February and hosting a
book drive for our

classrooms!

 

Stay In Touch

Sign Up to Volunteer
Individual and group slots available.

Sign Me Up!

Follow us on Social Media
Stay up to date with the CDA.

 

Our Contact Information
Children's Development Academy
89 Grove Way
Roswell, GA 30075
770-992-4339
https://cdakids.org/
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