
Only 10 tickets left!

Countdown to Derby!

April 2026

Dear Friends,

Happy Pollen Season to all who celebrate! But, have no fear, I think all this pollen
will be washed away just in time for the CDA’s 16th Annual Down Home Derby
fundraiser on May 2. The Kentucky Derby is the fastest two minutes in sports so
over the last 15 years we’ve only watched about 30 minutes of horse racing.
However, the impact of this event for our kids is immeasurable! If you haven't
already bought your tickets, I hope you will join us this year and make your mark
on the next generation!

Check out the details for the Down Home Derby along with other amazing updates
and promotions below! Thank you for your support!

For the Kids,

Sheila Sillitto
ssillitto@cdakids.org

Down Home Derby

Our Down Home Derby is just two short weeks away—and only a few tickets
remain! Don’t miss one of our most festive events and biggest fundraisers of the

year that will be an unforgettable evening of live music, dinner, exciting horse
betting, fun games, an open bar, a silent auction, and—most importantly—

supporting high-quality early education.

Only 10 tickets remain!!

Event Details
Date: Saturday, May 2

Time: 5:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Venue: Reid Barn in Cumming, GA

Attire: Derby Chic

Live Auction Preview!

You don’t want to miss the opportunity
to win prizes like this!

7 nights at a stunning 5-bedroom
house in Panama City Beach, FL
Private Polenta Party for 10, with three
courses and wine pairing at Grana
4-course Chef's dinner for six with
beverage pairings at Table & Main

Get My Tickets!

Golden Ticket Raffle

Enter for a chance to win a 4-night stay in Seville!

Seville, the vibrant capital of Andalusia in southern
Spain, is the fabulous destination for you and 3

guests. Trip includes a 5-course tapas dinner and
flamenco show and a market tour with paella class.
Only 100 tickets will be sold! You do not need to be

present to win.

Get Your Golden Ticket

Can't Attend in Person? You can still join the fun by
registering as “Not Attending - Just Bidding” and

participate in our online auction from anywhere! Our
online auction opens April 25 – May 2, featuring

luxury getaways, spa packages, top shelf spirits, and
more! Every ticket, bid, and donation helps us

provide more days of the best education and care
for young children in our community. 

Not Attending, Just Bidding

 

Thank you to Our Derby Sponsors
 

Target Circle Announcement 
We are excited to announce that the

CDA has been chosen to participate in
a special charitable giving campaign,
sponsored and funded by Target. And
you have the chance to help direct a

portion of Target’s donation to us!

Now through June 30, vote for CDA
through the Target Circle program to

help determine how Target’s donation
will be divvied up.

Every vote counts to help us receive a
portion of the Target Circle funds in

support of our mission.

Learn More About Target Circle

 

Mission in Focus
At their retreat earlier this year, the

CDA's Board of Directors approved a
new 3 year strategic plan that will serve

as a roadmap for advancing our
mission. Developed with input from staff
and Board leadership, along with data
and trend analysis, the 2026-2028 plan
focuses on three strategic pillars that
will guide our work over the next three

years: Program Excellence and Growth,
Sustainable Funding Growth, and

Leadership in Early Education and the
Community.

 

The Board also updated our Mission
and Values statements to better reflect

our holistic approach to serving the
needs of each child  

We are excited to share our updated
Mission, Vision and Values with you!

 

Catch Up on the Classroom

Spring Family Literacy Night
Our Spring Literacy Night in March was a

huge success! Students had so much
fun practicing writing names, reading
stories, and enjoying dinner with their

families. They even had the opportunity
to watch Atlanta-based magician Ken
Scott perform a fun and unforgettable

show!

Children's Yoga
This month a yoga instructor

introduced our little ones to the joys of
yoga. Learning simple poses helps our

students improve flexibility,
concentration and calmness.

Namaste. 

 

Thank You to Our Partners

There’s still time to sign up for lawn
care with Lawn Squad of North

Atlanta to get your lawn ready for
summer AND do something great for
the CDA. For every new customer who

mentions CDA, Lawn Squad will
donate $50! A great lawn looks good—
giving back feels great. To learn more
and sign up, visit LawnSquad.com or

call 678-250-6490.

 

Thank you to Gate City Brewing
Company for a fun-filled St. Patrick's
Day Party that included face painting
and other kid activities, as well as lots
of green beverages consumed! We'd
like to give a special shout out to our

CDA Ambassadors, Next Gen
Committee members and NCL

Gardenia and NCL Roswell/Alpharetta
mothers and daughters who

volunteered. We are honored to be the
beneficiary of this great annual

community event! 

 

 

Thank you to the volunteers from
Northpoint Community Church for

spending their Saturday morning
deep cleaning our Pre-K classrooms.

We are grateful to be their community
partner! 

 

National Volunteer Month

Volunteer Opportunities

April is National Volunteer Month,
and we’re celebrating our wonderful
volunteers who give their valuable
time and resources to our school –
from helping clean play areas and
picking up deliveries, to tackling big

projects and organizing supply
drives. THANK YOU for showing up
and making a difference. We could
not accomplish our mission without
the kindness and generosity of each

and every one of you!

If you are looking for a meaningful
way to give back, we’d love for you to

join us! Learn more about National
Volunteer Month by visiting

Volunteer.gov.

 

Stock our Classrooms
 

We've just updated our Most Needed
Classroom Items list on Amazon. Help

us purchase supplies to keep our
classrooms stocked for the spring! Our

list includes:

o Pull Ups (Boys)
o Contact Paper

o Watercolor paint
o Monaco Plastic Bags

o Kids Cups
o Spring Stickers

Shop Most Needed Items

 

Stay In Touch

Sign Up to Volunteer
Individual and group slots available.

Sign Me Up!

Follow us on Social Media
Stay up to date with the CDA.

 

Our Contact Information
Children's Development Academy
89 Grove Way
Roswell, GA 30075
770-992-4339
https://cdakids.org/
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